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Homeschool FAQ

(Note: This is not the same as Bay Virtual School. Parents are solely responsible

for their student’s education if they choose to enroll them in homeschool)

1. What is home education?

Section 1002.01, F.S., defines home education as the sequentially progressive instruction
of a student directed by his or her parent or guardian, in order to satisfy the requirement
for compulsory education as defined in Section 1002.20, F.S. Current law does not
prescribe a curriculum or course of study for home education programs.

2. Who can teach in a home education setting?

Any parent who complies with the reporting, record keeping, and student evaluation
requirements specified in statutory law may conduct a home education program. The
parent is not required to be a certified teacher.

3. What are the responsibilities of parents who establish a home education program?

As required by Section 1002.41, F.S., to establish a home education program and
maintain compliance with the statute, a parent must:

a. Send a written notice of intent to the school district superintendent.
b. Maintain a portfolio of records, consisting of a log of educational activities, writings,
worksheets, and creative materials used or developed by the student

c. Make the portfolio available for inspection by the superintendent upon a 15-day notice.
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(The legislation does not require the superintendent to inspect all portfolios.)

d. Provide an annual educational evaluation for the student’s educational process to the
school district superintendent.

e. Preserve each student’s portfolio for two years.

f. Submit a letter of termination upon completion of the home education program or

change of residence.

4. If a home education parent employs a tutor to instruct his or her student, who is
responsible for the records?

If the parent is participating in a home education program, as defined in the law, the
parent is responsible for all records.

5. How may a parent contact other parents who have chosen home education for their
children?

There are home education support groups in every district. In addition to district support
groups, there are also statewide groups to support home educators. Additional resources
may be found by visiting the School Choice Website at

http://www.floridaschoolchoice.org/information/home education/.

6. How can a parent provide “sequentially progressive instruction?”

There are many methods a parent may use to direct a home education program. As
reflected in Florida Statute, a parent may:

a. Instruct the student;
b. Enroll the student in courses part-time in a public or private school;
c. Enroll the student online in the Florida Virtual School; (different than Bay Virtual

School)
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d. Enroll the student in correspondence courses;
e. Hire a tutor, or
f. Choose any other means that provides “sequentially progressive instruction” directed

by the parent.

7. Are parents required to have a Florida teaching certificate to home educate?

No. A parent is not required to have a valid Florida teaching certificate to home educate a
student. Furthermore, the instruction is no longer required to take place in the home nor
must the parent be the person to deliver instruction.

8. Are home education students bound by the required school hours that apply to public
school students?

No. There are no specific hourly attendance requirements for students in a home
education program.

9. Do home education students have the same opportunity as public and nonpublic school
students to enter a college of their choice?

Yes, depending on the student’s qualifications and the admission requirements of the
postsecondary institution. In order to understand the specific admission requirements of a

postsecondary institution, home educators should directly contact the admissions office
of the institution in which they have an interest.

10. May home education parents dually enroll a home education student at a
postsecondary institution?

Yes. Home education students may enroll directly with the postsecondary institution

pursuant to Section 1007.271(10)(a), F.S., or use the district’s interinstitutional



articulation agreement. Contact the district home education contact for specific
information about the local interinstitutional articulation agreement. If the home
education student enrolls through the district’s interinstitutional articulation agreement as
the basis for dual enrollment, the student is effectively enrolled in the district for the
course(s) and the district may earn FTE and must provide instructional materials.

A home education student not using the district’s interinstitutional articulation agreement
must provide proof of enrollment in the home education program and be responsible for
instructional materials.

11. What type of diploma do home education students receive?

School districts, adult high schools, and community colleges are not authorized to award
a regular high school diploma to home education students. However, a home education
student may take the General Educational Development (GED) test at an education center
and be awarded a Florida GED diploma if the student receives a passing score.

12. Do students who have been home educated have the option to return to public school?

Yes. Any student who is within the compulsory attendance age has the right to enroll in a
public school. Current district policies and Florida State Board of Education Rule 6A-
1.09941, govern the grade placement of home education students.

13. How does a home education student at the high school level transfer into a public
school when the previous course work is not awarded in the traditional manner?

State Board Rule 6A-1.09941 establishes a uniform transfer of credit at the high school
level as follows: If the student does not possess an official transcript or is a home
education student, credits shall be validated through performance during the first grading
period.

14. What does the annual educational evaluation include?

A student in a home education setting must be evaluated once a year to demonstrate
educational progress at a level equivalent to his or her abilities. The parent/guardian
selects the method of evaluation from those provided in Florida Statute, then files a copy



of the evaluation annually in the superintendent’s office. The evaluation must consist of

one of the following:

a. A Florida certified teacher chosen by the parent/guardian may evaluate the child’s
progress based on the review of the portfolio and discussion with the student;

b. The student may take any nationally normed student achievement test administered by
a certified teacher;

c. The student may take a state student assessment test used by the school district and
administered by a certified teacher, at a location and under testing conditions
approved by the school district;

d. The student may be evaluated by a psychologist holding a valid, active license
pursuant to the provisions of Section 490.003 (7) or (8), F.S.; or

e. The student may be evaluated with any other valid measurement tool as mutually

agreed upon by the school superintendent

15. What requirements must be met by a teacher conducting an annual evaluation of a
home education student?

As defined in Section 1002.41, F.S., a teacher who evaluates a home education student
must hold current certification in academic subjects at the elementary or secondary level
in the state of Florida. Of the five evaluation options described in the law, three involve a
certified teacher.

16. Does the home education student have the right to take standardized tests at the local
school district?



School districts are required to provide state assessment tests, if the parent chooses this
option as a form of evaluation. School districts may offer standardized tests to home
education students.

17. What is the appropriate recourse when a district does not receive an annual evaluation
on a home education student?

Section 1002.41, F.S., requires the parent to provide for an annual evaluation of the home

education student. Failure to do so places the home education program in non-compliance
and permits the superintendent, after notice to the parent, to terminate the program. Non-
compliance with this requirement should trigger the district’s policy regarding non-

compliance with compulsory school attendance.
18. What is the definition of a portfolio?

Section 1002.41, F.S., defines a portfolio as “A log of educational activities which is
made contemporaneously with the instruction and which designates by title any reading
materials used and samples of any writings, worksheets, workbooks, or creative materials

used or developed by the student.”
19. Can the parent of a student who has been found to exhibit a pattern of nonattendance
enroll that student in a home education program?

Yes. However, at the time that a student who has been found to exhibit a pattern of
nonattendance is enrolled in a home education program, the home education contact will:

a. Provide the parent or guardian with a copy of the home education law, Section
1002.41, F.S., and the accountability requirements of the truancy law, Section
1003.26, F.S.; and

b. Refer the parent or guardian to a home education review committee composed of

members as specified in Section 1003.26, F.S.



20. What will happen if the parent of a student who has been found to exhibit a pattern of
nonattendance, and who has been enrolled in home education, fails to provide a portfolio
for review by the committee?

The committee shall notify the superintendent of schools who shall then terminate the
home

education program and require the parent to enroll the student in an attendance option
provided under Section 1002.41, F.S., within three days. Failure of a parent or guardian
to enroll a student in an attendance option after termination of a home education program
shall constitute non-compliance with the compulsory attendance requirement and may
result in criminal prosecution of the parent under Section1003.27(2), F.S.

21. May home education students participate in “interscholastic extracurricular activities”
offered at public schools?

Yes. To participate in “inter-scholastic extracurricular activities”, Section 1006.15 F.S.,
requires that home education students be given the same opportunity as public school
students. The law prohibits any requirements that would make participation less
accessible for home education students and creates a broad definition of “interscholastic
extracurricular activities” that covers any activity occurring during or outside the regular
school day. However, the law does allow for home education students to develop an
agreement to participate in “interscholastic extracurricular activities” at a non-public

school.
22. What if the extracurricular activity requires a class to be taken in order to participate?

If a class is required in order to take part in the extracurricular activity, such as band class
during the day in order to take part in the school’s marching band, the district must afford
the home education student the opportunity to enroll for that class, pursuant to Section
1006.15(5), F.S.



